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Course Day and Hour : Mon. 13:30-17:30 / Thur. 13:30-17:30  Course Instructor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Funda UZ 
Course Room : - e-mail: fundauz2@gmail.com; uzfunda@itu.edu.tr 
Course Credit : 5 Office no: 223 
Course Web Site : https://www.instagram.com/insitufragments/  
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Office no: 394 

 

Project Studio Description 

In-situ Fragments: Re-Grounding Ecologic Cultures in Haliç Water Line 

>>> 

In-situ Fragments is an architectural design research studio which continues in different places and geographies in successive terms. The 
studio mainly focuses on urban continuities, tracks, ambigious and fragmental urban/architectural narratives in order to discuss the syntactic 
and semantic relationships of architecture with the city and society in a multi-layered dimension. 

Comprehending architecture as an integral part of the city and the city as a holistic composition creates the studio concept. Rethinking the 
relationship of the part(s) and the whole(s) in a holistic view through different scales by using various design methods such as zoom in/out 
works, alternative reading practices, critical representation techniques and so on is fundamental to the studio. While the concept of “fragment” 
refers to this part-whole relationship on structuring the reciprocal interaction between architecture and the city, the concept of “in-situ” refers 
to the site-specific characteristics. The studio encourages participants to decipher, understand, represent the unique historical, cultural, 
social, narrative, environmental, structural and tectonic dynamics of each area and include them in design research and process. 

Promoting spatial readings through films, literary narratives, historical records, archival media and everyday life is also one of the main 
objectives of the studio to seek for alternative representations of space. Creative representational tools and techniques such as critical 
mapping, diagram, collage, manifesto writing, storytelling, modeling, sketching are also encouraged in the studio.  

Public participation and interaction are highly important for the studio. Besides the active participation of external academics and practitioners 
in jury sessions, design critics and seminars, it is also important for studio participants to contribute to this intellectual environment. In this 
context, studio outcomes will be shared with the public and the local authorities through publications, exhibitions and panels organized 
collectively. Studio participants are also responsible for the continuous development and representation of their works in future collaborations. 

>>> 

In-situ Fragments Studio focuses on the highly sensitive urban entity, Haliç (Golden Horn) in the 2021-22 Spring semester. Architectural 
speculations and projections on Haliç water line, waterfront areas, and the close surroundings constitute the main theme of the studio. 
Students are expected to rethink Haliç as an urban water ecosystem and develop urban/architectural narratives for the water line as an urban 
track where various stories, myths, anecdotes, events, interactions, experiences of the past, present, and future accumulate. 

The students are asked to propose their own scenarios for social organization, develop sensitive architectural interventions, and rehabilitate 
the landscape as a means of public involvement, from both the close neighborhood and İstanbul at large. The architectural program, which 
is aimed to include research, culture, representation, collaboration, production spaces must be customized by each student. General 
discussions of the studio focus on memory, experience, publicity and ecology. It is suggested that these themes should be organized with 
different site-specific programs/needs of alternative research spaces, collaborative environments, cultural facilities and so on. It is thought 
that considering these spaces together with temporary-restricted accommodation solutions will also contribute to the 24/7 living of the area. 
Spaces of working producing together should be considered as the spatiality of new approaches from the historicity of production to the 
present, as well as questioning who “together” is. 

 

Project Studio Structure and Plan  

Design studio is structured as three phases. First phase comprises a masterplan design as a group work. Students are expected to brainstorm 
collectively on re-characterization of the Haliç Water Line, its waterfront areas and its close surroundings in order to propose a masterplan 
with architectural micro interventions by considering the urban characteristics, tectonics, ecologies. Second phase of the studio mostly 
focuses on the individual architectural design development fed by the thematic studio discussions. Speculative design solutions, alternative 
architectural visions, and creative representation approaches are promoted in the design phase. Finally the third phase is dedicated to 
enhancing the representational and structural quality of the proposal and presentation. 
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Course Plan  

 Week Date Topic 

I 

1 
21.02.2022 Introduction to the Studio  

24.02.2022 Site Trip [Haliç Ferry Line] 

2 
28.02.2022 Studio Presentations [Unfolding Haliç Water Line] 

03.03.2022 Studio Discussions [Masterplan Design Development] 

3 
07.03.2022 Studio Discussions [Masterplan Design Development] 

10.03.2022 Studio Discussions [Masterplan Design Development] 

4 
14.03.2022 Jury I 

17.03.2022 Masterplan Design Submission 

II 

5 
21.03.2022 Thematic Studio Discussions [Urban Narrative/Scenario] 

24.03.2022 Thematic Studio Discussions [Pro-grammed Event] 

6 
28.03.2022 Thematic Studio Discussions [Heritage/Culture] 

31.03.2022 Thematic Studio Discussions [Terrain Vague/Aftermath] 

7 
04.04.2022 Thematic Studio Discussions [Urban Tectonics/Materiality] 

07.04.2022 Thematic Studio Discussions [Urban Ecology/Resilience] 

8 
11.04.2022 Jury II 

14.04.2022 Conceptual Architectural Design Submission 

9 
18.04.2022 Studio Discussions [Design Development] 

21.04.2022 Studio Discussions [Design Development] 

10 
25.04.2022 Studio Discussions [Design Development] 

28.04.2022 Studio Discussions [Design Development] 
    

  Midterm Break 
 

    

III 

11 
09.05.2022 Jury III 

12.05.2022 Advanced Architectural Design Submission 

12 
16.05.2022 Sketch Exam 

19.05.2022 National Holiday 

13 
23.05.2022 Studio Discussions [Tectonics/Technology] 

26.05.2022 Studio Discussions [Tectonics/Technology] 

14 
30.05.2022 Studio Discussions [Representation/Presentation] 

02.06.2022 Studio Discussions [Representation/Presentation] 
    

  Jury IV + Final Submission  
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Studio Notes 
 

Course Objectives:  

1. Addressing urban dynamics through the design of multi layered architectural design problems, 2. Development and detailing of advanced 
complex architectural design solutions, 3. Application of advanced technologies, materials and construction systems, 4. Providing the 
experience of interdisciplinarity in architectural design process, 5. Developing an architectural position in the preservation and enhancement 
of the values around natural, historic and cultural heritages, 5. Enabling the atmosphere for obtaining a personal stance in the issues 
regarding architectural design, research, production of architectural knowledge, criticism and representation. 

Course Outcomes:  

1. Managing the integration of different scales of urban factors into architecture 2. Translating complex data on function, program and 
parameters into architectural knowledge to be used as design inputs, 3. Application of advanced technologies and materials in architectural 
design, 4. Working in collaboration with various fields of expertise, 5. Developing a personal vision and initiative in the professional field. 

Studio Culture - Discussion and Critics:  

Studio is a production space where all students learn from each other through discussions and presentations. During studio hours daily 
assignments will be given. The work produced will be shared and discussed in order to discover critical qualities related to the problem at 
hand. Students will develop their work based on studio critiques through home works, which in turn will be discussed in the next studio hour. 
Students are responsible to discover the best means to communicate their ideas using drawings and models. The works are commonly 
discussed in order to develop proposals of the students. Thus, the students are expected to develop a critical thinking perspective. 

Studio Diary:  

The students are expected to keep a written/visual log of their design process in a project diary; where they keep their sketches, notes and 
ideas regarding their projects. These project diaries will be included in the assessment process. Using various techniques (drawings, 
diagrams, collages, writing etc.) in representing ideas is appreciated. 

Excursion:  

There will be an excursion to the project area with some stops for quick sketching; participants should bring their sketchbooks, drawing 
materials and so on. For the excursion and additional recommended outdoor studies, students are expected to take their own precautions 
for the current pandemic situation as well as indoor studies. 

Attendance:  

It is important that students attend the studio and actively participate in all the activities/discussions carried out/held during the course hours. 
Students are only allowed a maximum of 5 absences. The 6th absence will automatically cause the student to fail the course. At the beginning 
of every studio day, at 13:30, a session of discussion on various architectural topics will be held. At the end of every studio day a daily visual 
report will be submitted as a proof of attendance. 

Assessment:  

In the end-of-term evaluation, the grading effect of the in-term studies [studio works; first, second and third juries and submissions) is 60%, 
and the grading effect of the final jury and the final submission is 40%. Assessment ratios or criteria may be subject to change and may be 
updated with some further detailed assessment criteria by the head of department. In addition to these formal evaluation criteria, "to fulfill 
the requirements of the research studio", "to keep current architectural and intellectual interest alive", "to contribute to the culture of learning 
together", "to develop the design and to use technical knowledge in this field", "representation and communication skills". "To be able to think 
critically", "to produce an original and contemporary design language" are decisive in the end of term grade. 

 Activities Effects of Grading 

ASSESSMENT 
In-Term Evaluation + Jury I-II-III Assessment % 60 

Final Submission + Final Jury Assessment % 40 
 

 

Seminars 
Spatio-politics and Economics of Istanbul - Prof. Dr. Elif Alkay, İTÜ 

Historical Peninsula and Its Spatiality and Memory - Prof. Dr. Namık Erkal, TEDU 

The Latent Heritage of the Land Walls of Istanbul - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Figen Kıvılcım Çorakbaş, Uludag Uni. 

Being by/with the Water - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Burcu Serdar Köknar, MEF Uni. 

Architectural Conflicts on Haliç - Res. Assist. Ahmet Bender Uğurli, ITU 
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Recommended Readings / Resources 

 
As the project requires considerable research on context, urban ecology, environmental politics, collective programs, and spatial/technical 
aspects, students are encouraged to examine the suggested references, and explore additional resources and readings, with respect to 
their specific scenarios. 
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Links 
 
https://librarydigitalcollections.ku.edu.tr/en/ 

https://archives.saltresearch.org 

http://www.mimarlarodasi.org.tr/kutuphane/index.cfm?sayfa=linkler 

http://www.mimarlarodasi.org.tr/mimarlikdergisi/ 

https://www.lifeofanarchitect.com/architectural-storytelling-its-my-thing/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yIXpjiz_9k 

https://saltonline.org/media/files/becomingistanbul_scrd-3.pdf 


