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2. Aim and Scope

Diploma project, as an essential phase of architectural 
education, aims to bring the students into adequate 
architectural knowledge, reasoning, skills and deci-
sion-making mechanisms. It aims to validate that each 
student has acquired the understanding and compe-
tence necessary for the architectural profession. It requires 
the demonstration of the knowledge and skills to produce 
an architectural solution and to make design decisions 
about a single project as well as a comprehensive 
integration and consideration of design knowledge and 
decisions across systems, scales and disciplines. The diplo-
ma project consists of the student projects, 3 jury sessions 
to be held throughout the semester, and a final review. 
The final product is expected to culminate from the 
program defined in the brief. The semester-long design 
process concludes with an outcome of an architectural 
project reflecting students’ performances, intellectual 
actions, and their approach to architectural research and 
analyses within a given scope. The development of each 
student is examined and improved through jury evalua-
tions and critics.

studies on the given subject and especially their personal 
arguments and efforts. The result is expected to be devel-
oped in guidance of the specified architectural program, 
urban context and other conditions concerning the loca-
tion and program.

be presented to the jury members at the indicated dates. 
All the drawings and other requested documents should 
be prepared for the sessions, in order to be reviewed and 

1. Definition and Conceptual Frame of the Theme

Rural presents a new agenda with its open horizons 
today… to look for new ideas, views, discoveries for a 
hopeful future. It is the place of imagination and experi-
mentation not only because humanity came across with 
the climate crisis, water/food problem, migration move-
ments, but especially because of its creative, alternative 
given status in between natural and cultural positions. 
Even it is announced as “rural is the new common” 

we would like to work under the title of Rural Constructions, 
next to the idea of an institution placing itself in between 
nature, science, design, and cutting-edge technologies, 
and also in between university and public/commons, 
research and recreation. An institution considering 
ecological, agricultural and technological issues from the 
point of Rural and Future expectations. We are very 
motivated to have discussions on the Rural Constructions 

is having an international port and a protected national 
park -Manyas Lake/Bird Paradise, several archaeological 
sites, large agricultural lands, numerous industries, institu-
tions including a university, and an urban settlement next 
to the villages, is an excited rural area to think on the new 
architectural design experimentations!

evaluated by the jury. In these sessions the jury members 
will share their critics and comments on the proposals. All 
the material that will be presented should be handed over 
personally to the evaluation committee five days before 

day of the jury session, all the students are expected to be 
-

tions. The reviewing order of the projects will be deter-
mined on the jury day. Participation is mandatory.

explanations of the completed projects. Besides that, the 
jury members may ask students various questions in order 

not regarded as the sole input for evaluation. The final 
evaluation and grading includes all the stages, i.e. the final 
project, preliminary and final juries together; the project 
should not be regarded as the single input for the final 
evaluation.
The student needs to meet the Prerequisites for the Gradu-
ation Project (MIM 492, MIM 492E) or the Diploma Project 

rules not written in the Diploma Project Principles, the 
“Senate Principles” are valid related to taking the Diploma 
Project, submissions and examinations of the Diploma 

-
karar.pdf

-

 
3. Evaluation Criteria

who do not enter more than one jury, are evaluated with 
VF grade. Students, who fail to submit their final project, or, 
submit and not join the final jury, are considered unsuc-
cessful (FF). For the Diploma Project to be considered 

members will also realize a grading for each jury sessions 
and for the final jury according to the criteria below and 

approaching design problems in a multidimensional way, 
performance of carrying out the whole design process in a 

critical way

decisions with context, program and spatial-formal-tec-
tonic layout

-
tion, development and communication of design 
concepts, competence in multidimensional representa-

tion media

and final submission.



* // 10.03.2021

-
pality Zoning and Urban Planning Manager)

-
er)

 (MSc. Urban Planner / ITU Urban and 
Regional Planning)

 (MSc. Landscape Archi-
tect / ITU Landscape Architecture)

(MSc. Architect)
 (MSc. Architect / ITU Architec-

**Details of the work 
“Institute” will be 
announced later.
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5. 

related documents (maps, photographs, etc.) will be 

-

6. 

     The materials for jury evaluation is specified both for 
-

al contents from students for their process through juries. For 
the final jury, students are expected to provide the materi-
als described in the Article 7 of the Diploma Project Princi-
ples in minimum. 

 for the 

The aim of the first jury is to define and present;

> the general approach to the theme, and the develop-
ment of a personal interpretation,

> conceptual approach, development and detailing of 
the program with possible, preferably creative and unique 
scenarios,

> site-specific issues, the extents of site and general organi-
sation,

> subjective approach to the concept of “rural construc-

technology” and the architectural program developed 
accordingly.

> 
 which present the 

general conceptual and site-related issues (while students 
will not deliver physical models, they are expected to 
make physical models),

> 
 a series of partial models that sample and 

produce the proposed conceptual approach of “rural 

and technology”( Students are expected to work with the 
physical model in the design process, although they will 
not submit it.).

An A3 booklet will be submitted as a summary of the 
whole process of the work done for the 1st jury. 

 which must 
show ideas, concepts and decisions that were improved 
through research and analyses for the project proposal 
and scenarios for the whole of the urban area by using 
different representation techniques like schemas, 
diagrams, drawings, texts, photographs, perspectives, 
models, collages, films… specified by individual approach

es and in convenient various scales. Students are encour-
aged to develop various alternatives. 

 for the 

In the second jury, the students are expected to present;

> the approach developed after the reviews of the first 
jury,

> the development of the subjective specific approach to 

of ecology, agriculture and technology” and the archi-
tectural program developed accordingly.

> the ways in which the proposed architectural program 
offers spatial, topographical/landscape and temporal 

relationships, exchanges, life, and circulation.

> 
: development of the 

previously produced models,

> 
: development of the previously produced 1/500 

models and new 1/500 models, which presents the rural 
design concept, architectural concept, form, relation-
ships, circulation, tectonic approach, structural decisions, 

and experiential potentials,

> in appropriate scales,

>  a series of perspectives from the proposed 
design scenario and spatial corresponds

>  section drawings that show vertical 
spatial relationships, relationships between the shared and 
private spaces, entrances, relationships between open, 
semi-open and closed spaces, structural system, the 

proposed rural life,

>  plan drawings that show horizontal spatial 
relationships, relationships between the shared and 
private spaces, entrances, relationships between open 
and closed spaces, structural system, the proposed every-

day life.

An A3 booklet will be submitted as a summary of the 
whole process of the work done for the 2nd jury. 

 which must 
show ideas, concepts and decisions that were improved 
through research and analyses for the project proposal 
and scenarios for the whole of the urban area by using 
different representation techniques like schemas, 
diagrams, drawings, texts, photographs, perspectives, 
models, collages, films… specified by individual approach-
es and in convenient various scales. Students are encour-

aged to develop various alternatives. 



 for the 

In the third jury, the students are expected to present;

> the approach developed after the reviews of the 
second jury,

> the development of the subjective approach to the 

ecology, agriculture and technology”, and the architec-
tural program and the structural system developed 
accordingly.

> 

models and new 1/500 models, which presents the archi-
tectural concept, form, relationships, circulation, tectonic 
approach, structural decisions, and experiential potentials,

> in appropriate scales,

>  a series of perspectives from the proposed 
design scenario and spatial corresponds

>   section drawings that show vertical 
spatial relationships, relationships between the shared and 
private spaces, entrances, relationships between open 
and closed spaces, structural system, the proposed every-
day life,

>  plan drawings that show horizontal spatial 
relationships, relationships between the shared and 
private spaces, entrances, relationships between open 
and closed spaces, structural system, the proposed every-
day life,

>  a model that shows struc-
tural details(load bearing elements, materials, light). A 
unique part in the architectural design is required to be 
chosen for the systems model, in order to show the ways in 
which conceptual approach is supported by and 
produced in close details. Also, -

 (partial system section, partial plan and partial eleva-
tion), including one typical axis which comprise structural 
system, building element system, service system and their 
components (materials and details) in 1/50.

An A3 booklet will be submitted as a summary of the 
whole process of the work done for the 2nd jury. 

 which must 
show ideas, concepts and decisions that were improved 
through research and analyses for the project proposal 
and scenarios for the whole of the urban area by using 
different representation techniques like schemas, 

diagrams, drawings, texts, photographs, perspectives, 
models, collages, films… specified by individual approach-
es and in convenient various scales. Students are encour-

aged to develop various alternatives.

for the 

> 
; which present the general conceptual and 

site-related issues,

>  in appropriate 
scales; those which are developed from the first jury 
onwards in order to reflect and discuss the conceptual 

approach to architectural space,

> 
: development of previously produced 1/500 

models and new 1/500 models, which presents the archi-
tectural concept, form, relationships, circulation, tectonic 
approach, structural decisions, and experiential potentials, 

>  in appropriate scales,

>  a series of perspectives from the proposed 
design scenario and spatial corresponds

>  section drawings that show vertical 
spatial relationships, relationships between the shared and 
private spaces, entrances, relationships between open 
and closed spaces, structural system, the proposed every-

day life,

>  plan drawings that show horizontal spatial 
relationships, relationships between the shared and 
private spaces, entrances, relationships between open 
and closed spaces, structural system, the proposed every-

day life,

>  a model that shows struc-
tural details, A unique part in the architectural design is 
required to be chosen for the systems model, in order to 
show the ways in which conceptual approach is support-
ed by and produced in close details. Also, 

 (partial system section, partial plan and 
partial elevation), including one typical axis which com-
prise structural system, building element system, service 
system and their components (materials and details) in 

1/50.

> An , max 500 words,

For the final presentation an A3 booklet will be submitted 
as a summary of the whole process of the work done 

during the Diploma Project.

 which must 
show ideas, concepts and decisions that were improved 
through research and analyses for the project proposal 
and scenarios for the whole of the urban area by using 
different representation techniques like schemas, 
diagrams, drawings, texts, photographs, perspectives, 
models, collages, films… specified by individual approach-

es and in convenient various scales. 



7. 
 

PDF file format. (For some tips about optimizing your PDF 
-

tion/?lang=en.) The ground level plans, sections, and 
elevations must include the immediate surroundings, trans-
portation (vehicle and/or pedestrian) connections and 
close landscape of the building. The method of presenta-
tion is on students’ choice, provided that the students 
themselves prepare and present the material. Drawing 
methods, use of manual or digital representation tech-
niques, 3D modeling of the project proposal and use of 
color is left to the discretion of the student. In addition to 
these, students are advised to submit properly formatted 
documents if sketches, graphics and textual descriptions 
depicting the process are to be used. Also each poster, 
layout plan and model will be organized from the same 
viewing direction graphically. Expressing the architectural 
project in its entirety and authenticity will be taken into 

consideration in the evaluation.

Documents should not exceed 50 MB size per file. For A3 

8. 

The project will be developed over the three areas given 
between 

 (marked on the map as 1, 2, 3). In parallel, the distribu-

by the student within the framework of her/his design 
approach and life scenario.

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3



Area 1

Area 3

Area 2Area 2

Area 3



Area 2

Area 1Area 1

Area 3Area 3



Area 3

Area 2Area 2

Area 1Area 1



 

Although each institute - ecology, agriculture, technology 
- has different needs and contents with its own program 
and location, the programmatic and spatial correspon-
dences that are basically expected to be met are as 

>  (single or multiple, depending on 
settlement decisions and design approach)

>  (laboratories / studios / 
classrooms in line with the needs of each program)

>  (with all new expansions, 
individually or jointly within institutes, depending on the 
location)

>  (eating and drinking, resting, entertain-
ment areas required by the institute)

> (in existing settlements, inside or outside 
campuses for researchers in relation to the design deci-
sions of the project)

> (units that provide all service and energy needs 
of the institute)

It is expected to discuss the correspondences of the 
program and spatial approach regarding the organiza-
tion of the institutes through the idea of   "Rural Construction" 
in the interface of , and proposals for 
the programmatic and spatial expansions of this discus-
sion. These expansions will discuss the ways in which the 
public is associated with the institutes;

 
 In addition to the programmatic and spatial  
expansions made under the title of institute on “being an 
institute";

 i. For example, different associations (convention-
al partnerships such as cooperatives, unions or new associ-
ation models proposed by the student) can be defined 
based on the positioning of the public in rural production 
processes;

 ii. The programmatic and spatial corresponden- 
ces of the institutes to establish a direct relationship with the 
soil can be handled through (via R & D study areas, 
agricultural / ecological test areas, technology fields, etc.) 

 When the three areas on one axis are viewed 
through the characteristics of their location;

sea-port-city-public relations of the region;

Area and the region through transportation with the 
port and the relations established with the agricultural 
lands;

shores of Lake Manyas and the ecological relations 
peculiar to the region;

 comes to the fore. For this reason, in the project, 
it is necessary to take into account the changing rural 

relation to the features mentioned above; also the 
analysis of differentiating landscape, program, space 
and texture relations is seen as a preliminary and 
integrative approach.

 It is expected to discuss the recreational 
relationships at the academy - public interface and to 
produce the programmatic and spatial correspon-
dences that these discussions will bring.

 i. Recreational interventions -structural and / or 
non-structural- that will feed the design approach in the 

landscape interventions, etc.)
 
 ii. Recreational interventions -structural and / or 
non-structural- (landscape interventions, recreational 
relations with fields, etc.) that will feed the design 

 iii. Recreative interventions that will feed the 
design approach in the Manyas lake region, structural 
and / or non-structural (watchtower, viewpoints, recre-
ational relations regarding the lake ecosystem and bird 
route, landscape relations, etc.) 

It is important to consider the project 
together with the dynamics of the 
rural/countryside, such as the organization 
of ground/landscape, spatial relationships 
(void and fullness, open and semi open 
spaces), the size, scale, and texture of the 
rural settlements.

It is expected that the idea of   the institute 
and its possible intervals will be discussed, 
which it is placing itself in between universi-
ty and public, research and recreation etc.

Along with the given program framework, 
it is suggested to develop the program 
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mons.

It is also expected that ecological issues and high-tech 
expansions should be taken together, not only as the 
research programs of the institute, but also as the 
subject of the project itself.

The jury panel is open to new scenarios, program 
proposals, and spatial organisations, in order to capture 

dynamics of the rural, and the potentials of a pioneer-
ing institution! 

The program of the design proposal is expected to be 
between .

Please be aware that;

region has a landslide issue, which is shown on project 
area 1 map. Design approach and programmatic / 
spatial proposals should be produced considering this.

-
ly-preserved area; which means that there are a few 
suitable location to realize spatial proposals for the 

Museum and watchtower areas (shown on project 
area 3 map) can be considered for [physical] spatial 
proposal, while it is suggested to consider proposals  
without foot print for project area 3. 
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