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Regenesis: Building the Dream 
Istanbul Technical University 

Department of Architecture 

MIM 411E / 14253  
Architectural Design VII  
Course Syllabus | 2020-2021 Fall Semester  
 
Course Day and Hour : Mo-Th 1:30 – 5:30 pm 
Course Room : Zoom platform 

Course Credit : 5 (2-6-0) 

Course Web Site : Ninova/CRN 14253 

 

Course Instructor: Belkıs Uluoğlu, Prof. Dr. 

e-mail: uluoglub@itu.edu.tr 

Office no: 210 

 

Course Assistant/s: Çağdaş Kaya, Res. Asst. 

e-mail: kayacagd@itu.edu.tr 

Office no: 223 

 
 

Project Studio Description 

The studio focuses on how future settlements could be geographically and socially designed and tectonically 
constructed; including the development of innovative ideas on spatial organization, structures, materials, 
environmentally conscious systems (considering demography, energy, climate change, waste, water, 
urbanization), an intelligent building info system, or a new aesthetics, and still others to be developed during 
studio discussions. 

This study includes the consideration/definition of a new type of geography with its subsystems justified by its 
epistemological elements: people and other living beings, topography, climate, flora, fauna, physical-chemical-
biological laws. Simultaneously, it also covers social geographies of a habitation with its daily life e.g., 
living/work/free-time/leisure/etc. and those that are out of daily routines wealth, luxury, war, hunger, poverty, 
migration; and the life of communities, i.e. culture, population, units/collectives.  Starting from this phase, the 
design of a regenesis will demand new architectures and the architectonic it calls for. 

 

Project Studio Structure and Plan  

Course Plan  

WEEK DATE TOPIC 

Research: readings and other literature search, discussions around certain themes 

1 October 19
th
  

Introduction to the studio with brief, making groups, discussing types/parameters for the 
design of REGENESIS  

 October 22
nd

  Research and readings, setting up the outline for presentations 

2 October 26
th
 Presentations 

 October 29
th
  REPUBLIC DAY 

Critical development of ideas 

3 November 2
nd

 
First ideas on the REGENESIS: Group discussions and cross-critiques between students on 
the models developed/proposed – geography & life forms 

Design development, Phase 1: Group work – 15.000 sq.mt.s max. to be considered 

 November 5
th
  

Development of ideas on REGENESIS: Representation with spatial schemes, diagrams, 
collages, text, film etc. 

4 November 9
th
 Development of design ideas. 1:10000/5000/1000 

 November 12
th
 Finalizing the first phase/macro scale 

5 
November 16

th
 Group presentations of REGENESIS, proposals at the macro scale 1:10000/5000/1000 with 

implication on the micro scale 

Design development, Phase 2: Individual work – 8.000 sq.mt.s max. building program 

 November 19
th
 Speculations on the architectonics of the REGENESIS 

6 November 23
rd
 Development of speculations on REGENESIS into architectural ideas 

 November 26
th
 

Navigating between scales, development of the micro scale work and the architectonics 
1:1000/500/200/20/1 

7 November 30
th
  Pin-up: Navigating between scales, development of the micro scale work and the 
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architectonics 1:1000/500/200/20/1 

 December 3
rd
  REVIEW 1: macro & micro scale proposals 

8 

December 7
th
    Development of individual work - architectural design development: 

*Macro-micro scale relations, inner-outer spaces; 
*Spatial organization, movement, activities, atmospheres, morphology, envelope, aesthetics; 
*Tectonics: realization of the idea 

 December 10
th
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

9 December 14
th
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

 December 17
th
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

10 December 21
st
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

 
December 24

th
  Pin-up: Navigating between scales, groups’ discussion on individual ideas, macro-micro scale  

relations 1:10000-1 

11 December 28
th
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

 December 31
st
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

12 January 4
th
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

 January 7
th
  Development of individual work - architectural design development 

Packing-up: Documentation 

13 January 11
th
  Pin-up: Macro (group) and  micro (individual) scale work and the architectonics 1:10000-1 

 January 14
th
  REVIEW 2: final work  

14 January 18
th
  Final work revisited 

 January 21
st
  Final work revisited 

 

Recommended Readings 

Far Past: 

Italo Calvino (1974) Invisible Cities, translated by William Weaver, Harcourt. 

Tommaso Campanella (2015, 1623) The City of the Sun, CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. 

Farabi (1956, 941) El Medinetü’l Fazıla, translated by Nafiz Danışman, Maarif Masımevi. (Publication in English: Richard 
Walzer, 1985, Al-Farabi on the Perfect State, Clarendon.) 

Near Past:  

Reyner Banham (1960) Theory and Design In the First Machine Age, The Architectural Press. 

Kenneth Frampton (2001) Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of Construction in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century 

Architecture, The MIT Press. 

Anon (1960) Metabolism : the proposals for a new urbanism, Bitjutu Syuppan Sha. 

Peter Cook (1999) Archigram, Princeton Architectural Press. 

Tom McDonough (2002) Guy Debord and the Situationist International, The MIT Press. 

El Lissitzky (1984) Russia: An Architecture for World Revolution, The MIT Press. 

Robert Fishman (1982) Urban Utopias in the Twentieth Century: Ebenezer Howard, Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, The MIT 

Press. 

Le Corbusier (1987) "A Contemporary City" in The City of Tomorrow and Its Planning, translated by Frederick Etchells, Dover 

Press. 

Akın Sevinç (2004) Ütopya: Hayali Ahali Projesi, Okuyan Us Yayınları. 

C. A. Doxiadis (1974) Anthropopolis: City for Human Development, W. W. Norton & Co. 

Aldo Rossi (1984) The Architecture of the City, The MIT Press. 

Robert Venturi (1984) Complexity and Contradiciton in Architecture, The Museum of Modern Art. 

Rem Koolhaas (2002) Small, Medium, Large, Extra-Large, Monacelli Press. 

Thinking about the Future: 

Nur Altınyıldız Artun & Roysi Ojalvo, eds. (2012) Arzu Mimarlığı: Mimarlığı Düşünmek ve Düşlemek, İletişim. 

Françoise Fromonot, Valéry Didelon, Pierre Chabard, eds. (2015) Yours Critically: writings on architecture from issues 1-10 of 

Criticat, Criticat.  

Thomas Mical, ed. (2004) Surrealism and Architecture, Routledge. 

Daniel Urey, ed. (2015) Patchwork of Narratives: When we Enter a City We Enter a Story, Creative Director: Joachim Granit. 

http://ff-media.nordiccloud.net/images/pdf/PATCHWORKOFNARRATIVES_cover.pdf  

http://ff-media.nordiccloud.net/images/pdf/PATCHWORKOFNARRATIVES_cover.pdf
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Theory: 

Sanford Kwinter (2001) “Physical Theory and Modernity: Einstein, Boccioni, Sant’Elia” in Architectures of Time: Toward a 

Theory of Event in Modernist Culture, The  MIT Press; pp. 52-100. 

Henri Lefebvre (1991) The Production of Space, translated by Donald Nicholson-Smith, Blackwell Publishers. 

John Rajchman (1998) Constructions, The MIT Press. 

Bernard Tschumi (1994) “Spaces and Events” in Architecture and Disjunction, The  MIT Press; pp. 139-151. 

Zeynep Mennan (2008/2) “The Question of Nonstandard Form”, METU JFA; pp. 171-183. 

Greg Lynn (1998) Folds, Bodies & Blobs, LA lettre Volee.  

Michael Hensel, Achim Menges, Michael Weinstock (2010) Emergent Technologies and Design: Towards a Biological Paradigm 

for Architecture, Routledge. 

Hubert-Jan Henket, Hilde Heynen, eds. (2016) Back from Utopia, nai010 publishers. 

… Additional bibliography t.b.a. … 

Project Studio Assessment  

Expected design qualities 

1. STRENGTH AND MATURITY OF ORDERING CONCEPTS  

Development of new design ideas with a future vision that entails the form of developments thought to take place 
in the chosen part of earth/any chosen geography; organization and integration of new human living 
environments. Interpretation of the various possible relations of the Program (as cross-section of practices) + 
Tectonic + Environment (understood as part of a defined geography). Development of themes like geography, 
environment, sustainability, habitation, life of communities, new architectures, architectonic. 

2. LEVEL OF INTEGRITY OF THE PROPOSED IDEA: 

GEOGRAPHY/ENVIRONMENT/PEOPLE/ARCHITECTURES 

The level of consciousness, concerning the impact of the complex and heterogeneous structure of human 
settlement forms. Systematic of the scenarios developed with emphasis on the definition of the Environment as 
part of a Geography, interpretation of the Program related to this. Architectonics of the new proposal. Shape of life 
within this environ. 

3. SPATIAL QUALITY 

Care for spatial organization principles like boundaries, continuity, orientation, meaningfulness, conceivability, 
scale, etc.; appropriateness of the organization of practices/events. 

Coherency of individual spaces with the ordering concepts of the design as a whole; convenience of spaces; 
organization of that specific space. 

Coherency of the ordering of spaces with the general design concept; relation of spaces with each other 
(adjacency/separateness); hierarchy of spaces; use of spaces; organization of spaces (architectonically); use of 
imagery; tricks or charms created to enrich the spaces; flexibility. 

Appropriateness and coherency of space-event/activity-general design concept.  

Care for health conditions, fire safety, security, power sources, communications; transportation; flexibility. 

4. TECTONIC ABILITY, ARTFULNESS & INNOVATIVENESS 

Structural quality (Spatial-Structural appropriateness), Climatic quality/use of Energy sources, Lighting 
quality, Materials choices, easefulness/elegance/practicality of Details.   

 

Submission Requirements 

At review 1 : December 3
rd

, 2020 

Research work & architectural idea & design development (in the form of drawings, models, schemes, film, etc.) 
both at macro & micro scales (group & individual studies) - 1:10000-1 

Group work –  1:10000-1000 

Individual work – 1:1000-1 

Plan schemes, sections and 3D’s are necessary for the expression of the idea. 
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At review 2 (same for final submission): January 14th, 2021  

1) DESIGN INTENT  

 Text, diagrams, film, other media most apt for the expression of the idea. 

Ordering concepts & narratives / Basic premises – approach. 

2)  MACRO SCALE – GROUP WORK – 1:5000-1:1000 (may include 1:10000-1) 

 Diagrams, models, film, plans/sections/silhouettes/3D representations. 

Geography with its subsystems: people and other living beings, topography, climate, flora, fauna, physical-
chemical-biological laws. Social geographies of a habitation with its daily life e.g., living/work/free-time/leisure/etc. 
and those that are out of daily routines wealth, luxury, war, hunger, poverty, migration; and the life of 
communities, i.e. culture, population, units/collectives. Design of a REGENESIS - new architectures and the 
architectonic it calls for. 

2)  MICRO SCALE – INDIVIDUAL WORK – 1:1000-1 

 Diagrams, models, film, plans/sections/elevations/3D representations.  

 Architectonic realization of the idea.  Development of innovative ideas on spatial organization, structures, 
materials, environmentally conscious systems (considering demography, energy, climate change, waste, water, 
urbanization), an intelligent building info system, or a new aesthetics, and still others to be developed during 
studio discussions. 

! ALL REPRESENTATIVE MATERIAL SHOULD REFLECT THE BASIC CONCEPT/STATEMENT OR 

CHARACTER OF THE BUILDING.  

 

Evaluation criteria 

Semester work %40 + Final project %60  

1. STRENGTH AND/OR ORIGINALITY OF THE CONCEPT (architectonically and conceptually)  
2. THE LEVEL OF CONCRETIZATION OF IDEAS IN THE FORM OF AN ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCT 
OR THEIR ABILITY TO RESPOND TO PROBLEMS STATED WITHIN A CONSTRUCTED REALITY OR A 
SCENARIO. 
3. THE LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT/FULFILLMENT OF THE ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT   
4. THE LEVEL OF REPRESENTATIONAL QUALITY  
5. PARTICIPATION (student’s contribution to class meetings, to other students), ENTHUSIASM (felt for 
work)  
6. ATTENDANCE 
 

Grading standards 

A.. will be given for performance that is either a strong and/or an original concept, and which demonstrates both a 
mastery of the content discussed and its realization. 
B.. will be given to studies that shows a good understanding of the required content, and in which minor 
deficiencies are present. 
C.. will indicate that performance is at an acceptable professional level, although some deficiencies are evident. 
D.. will be given to studies with serious deficiencies, which is passable but not professionally acceptable. 
F.. will mean that performance is insufficient or inadequate, and does not demonstrate an understanding of the 
basic content of the course. 
 

Studio Policies  

■ You are expected to attend all scheduled studio sessions and to participate in group reviews, crits, and 
discussions.  

■ Work must be presented or handed in on time.   

■ Unexcused failure to display work at project reviews will be grounds for failure of the course.   

 

Contributors  

Lectures on utopias, design-cinema relations, creativity and architectonics.  Participants t.b.a. 

 


