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1  
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
and PURPOSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2  
“BIOFILIA” 
 
 
 
 
 

The studio of Architectural Design V enables the students to improve their 
design abilities such as imagination, critical thinking, innovative thoughts 
and effective writing, speaking, listening on architectural design. 
Conceptualizing, interpreting and defining a design problem and problem 
solving are the main stages of the studio. Students will gain creative 
problem solving skills and have the expertise in using the fundamental 
terminology of the profession.  

The key purposes of the studio that will be addressed are:  

• Establishing a critical design approach through analysis and research that 
informs a response to site.  

• Developing formal and spatial relationships both internal and external to 
the constructed design and understanding the role of the envelope in the 
mediation between those two realms.  

• Developing a tectonic language consistent with the defined conceptual 
approach and developing this in detail and material clarity. 
 

The studio will focus on the concept of “biofilia” in architectural design and 
search the various ways of implementing it through design. Biophilic design 
aims to bring natural materials into 'unnatural' environments and seeks to 
connect inhabitants more closely to nature. Biophilic designed buildings 
incorporate natural lighting and ventilation, natural landscape features and 
other elements for creating a more productive and healthy built 
environment for people. Throughout the semester, the students will try to 
discover the implications of this concept and bring the biofilic patterns in 
their building designs.  

The studio will start with the discussions on biofilic designs and the 
discussions will last during the first two weeks of the course. Students in a 
group of 2 or 3 will search the theory and main principles of this concept 
along with a few best building design examples. The first task of the 
students is to make a presentation on biophilic building design in class.  

After gaining an awareness on the concept of biofilia, the main project of 
the semester will begin. The subject of the main project is to design “a 

http://www.fbe.itu.edu.tr/default.aspx?lang=en-gb


biofilic office habitation” in the dense urban areas of Istanbul. This biofilic 
office habitation should host all kind of working and living activities of an 
office worker.  

The main project will begin with an analysis of a larger urban fabric and 
context.  The students will present their contextual analysis at the third 
week of the course.  

After contextual analysis, students will develop design alternatives based 
on their own scenarios and architectural programmes in relation with the 
natural, cultural and conceptual context and by taking into consideration 
the structural, material, construction parameters related to the scale of 
design through this course. The studio favours archi-tectonic inquiries, 
theoretical explorations, alternative representation techniques and tools in 
various media such as modelling, mapping and collaging. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

A more complete schedule of the studio is as follows: 

 
 

WEEK DATE  STUDIO TOPIC 

1 

16.09.2019 Introduction to the studio 

19.09.2019 
Seminar 1: Understanding context and mapping 
building-environment relations  
Site visit and selection  

2 
23.09.2019 Biofilic building design: Student presentations 

26.09.2019 Biofilic building design: Student presentations 

3 
30.09.2019 Contextual analysis 

03.10.2019 Submission of contextual analysis 

4 
07.10.2019 Idea generation: Sketches, Narratives & scenarios  

10.10.2019 Idea generation: Sketches, Narratives & scenarios  

5 
14.10.2019 Idea generation: Sketches, Narratives & scenarios  

17.10.2019 Developing design ideas 

6 
21.10.2019 Developing design ideas 

24.10.2019 Developing design ideas 

7 
28.10.2019 Jury 1 

31.10.2019 Reviewing design ideas and discussions 

8 
04.11.2019 Reviewing design ideas and discussions 

07.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

9 
11.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

14.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

10 
18.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

21.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

11 
25.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

28.11.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

12 
02.12.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

05.12.2019 Developing and detailing design ideas 

13 
09.12.2019 Jury 2 

12.12.2019 Developing representations  

14 
16.12.2019 Developing representations 

19.12.2019 Developing representations 

  



4 
STUDIO CULTURE & 
ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Creative design is best achieved through collaboration, participation and 
discussions within the studio, which is a production space where all 
students learn from each other through discussions and presentations. The 
students will be encouraged to work together and discuss and exchange 
ideas about the coursework throughout the semester. 

During studio hours daily assignments will be given. The work produced 
will be shared and discussed in order to discover critical qualities related to 
the problem at hand. Students will develop their work based on studio 
critiques through home works which in turn will be discussed in the next 
studio hour. Students are responsible to discover the best means to 
communicate their ideas using drawings and models. 

Discussion 

The works are commonly discussed in order to develop the proposals of 
the students. Thus, the students are expected to develop a critical thinking 
perspective. 

Project Diary 

The students are expected to keep a written/visual log of their design 
process in a project diary; where they keep their sketches, notes and ideas 
regarding their projects. These project diaries will be included in the 
assessment process. The students are expected to use various techniques 
(drawings, diagrams, collages, writing etc.) in representing his/her ideas. 

Other activities such as trips, lectures, juries are considered to support 
ongoing projects during the semester. The outcomes of these activities are 
exhibited in colloquium at the end of the semester. The participation to 
these outings and other activities are mandatory. 
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EVALUATION 
CRITERIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Student presentations: Biofilic building design               

 Contextual analysis: Group presentations about the site by using 
posters, mapping and diagramming, sketches, photographs and 
field notes.  

 Main project: Proposing initial ideas and concepts; developing 
individual proposals/projects about the site. 

 

 Activities Quantity Grading 

ASSESSMENT 

CRITERIA 

 

Student presentations: 
Biofilic building design  

1 15% 

Contextual analysis 1 15% 

Main project 1 70% 

 

* Minimum requirements for final submission: 

 Mapping and diagrams  

 Technical drawings (plans, elevations, sections (in appropriate 
scales, which will be announced later) 

 3D expressions (different types of perspectives)  

 Storyboards, diagrams, transcripts, serial sections, models  

 Panoramas 

 Students may use additional materials.  



 

 

6 
EXPECTATIONS AND 

STUDENT 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 Digital versions will be uploaded to a drive folder (will be 
announced).  

 
The attendance to the class is absolutely necessary and it is required that 
students will be well prepared for each upcoming class. Every student is 
expected to participate actively in all parts of the course. It is important to 
be on time for all class meetings and to produce work regularly for input 
and review.  
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